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Luna:�7HEN�)�HEARD�ABOUT�YOUR�CASE�)�WAS�SURPRISED�
THAT�THE�PEOPLE�WHO�JUDGED�YOUR�LIFE�AS�SCANDALOUS��
WERE�ANGRY�ABOUT�THE�LACK�OF�hAUTHENTICITYv� IN�YOUR�
SIGNATURE��3ERIOUSLY��THEY�WERE�LIKE�CHILDREN��KICKING�
AND� SCREAMING� BECAUSE� THEY� HAD� BEEN� hLIED� TO�v� )T�
COULD� BE� COMPARED� TO� A� KID�lNDING� OUT� THAT� 3ANTA�
DOESN�T�EXIST�
 
Laura:�4HERE�S�A�LOT�OF�TRUTH�TO�THAT�DESCRIPTION��4HE�
REAL� DIFFERENCE� IS� THAT� KIDS� USUALLY� KEEP� THEIR� PRE
SENTS��EVEN�IF�THEY�CAME�FROM�-OMMY�INSTEAD�OF�3AN
TA��WHEREAS�ALL�SORTS�OF�PEOPLE�WERE�READY�AND�EAGER�
TO�DENOUNCE� THE�lCTION� THEY�CLAIMED� TO�HAVE� LOVED�
SO�MUCH��4HAT�WAS�PARTLY�BECAUSE�THE�MESSAGE�IN�THE�
lCTION�COULD�BE�SO�DISTURBING�THAT�SOME�FOLKS�JUMPED�
ON�THE�CHANCE�TO�DISMISS�IT�ALONG�WITH�THE�MESSEN
GER��4HERE�WERE�ALSO�PEOPLE�WHO�WERE�SIMPLY�LOOKING�

LITERATURE IS A FREEDOM MASK...
AND IF YOU DON’T LIKE IT THEN GO TO HELL.

(A CONVERSATION WITH LAURA ALBERT)
by Luna Miguel

FORWARD�TO�GETTING�SOMETHING�FROM�*4�,E2OY��PRO
FESSIONALLY��PERSONALLY� �AND�THEY�WERE�ANGRY�WHEN�
THAT�POSSIBILITY�ENDED��"UT�)�THINK�THAT�MANY�PEOPLE�
HAD�REACHED�DEEP�EMOTIONAL�PLACES�WITHIN�THEMSEL
VES� THROUGH� *4� AND� THE� BOOKS�� 4HEY� COULD�MOURN�
THROUGH� HIM� � WEEP� FOR� HIM� WHEN� THEY� COULDN�T�
WEEP�FOR�THEMSELVES��&OR�A�LOT�OF�PEOPLE��*4�WAS�THEIR�
WAY�OF�WORKING�OUT�WHAT�HAD�HAPPENED�TO�THEM��(E�
WASN�T�JUST�MY�AVATAR��*4�BECAME�AN�AVATAR�FOR�A�LOT�
OF�OTHER�PEOPLE�AS�WELL��LIVING�OUT�WHAT�HEIGHTS�WERE�
POSSIBLE�FOR�THEMSELVES��HOWEVER�DAMAGED�THEY�MAY�
HAVE�BEEN��!ND�WHEN�THE�REVEAL�CAME�AND�*4�hDIED�v�
THAT�PART�OF�THEM�DIED��3O�THEY�JUST�AMPUTATED�IT�AND�
CAUTERIZED� THE� WOUND�� PULLED� OUT� ALL� THE� EMOTION�
AND�SEALED�IT��)�VE�DISCUSSED�THIS�WITH�SOME�WHO�HAVE�
STRUGGLED�WITH�THEIR�RESPONSE�AFTER�THE�REVEAL��)�TRY�TO�
TELL�THEM�THAT�*4�WAS�A�MIRROR��THAT�ALL�THAT�PAIN�AND�

Fifteen years ago nobody knew who Laura Albert was, yet thousands of readers bought, 
loved and devoured her books under the pen name JT Leroy. A travesty with a thug child-
hood had turned into one of contemporary literature’s most known faces of the time, and 

by acknowledging that everything was based on a lie. 

A lot of time passed before Laura Albert’s name and trickery came into the spotlight, 
prompting people to question if someone could really create an identity so potent that 
it could even sell books. The real question should have been asked differently. It should 

have been asked: at this point, how can we seriously not perceive that literature is a mask 
to hide behind and that cheating is one of the most interesting mechanisms in existence 

when it comes to making a piece of art? 

Now Laura Albert is coming out with a new book, although she spends most of her daily 
life between publishing fashion articles and short films. From what she told us at Ponytale, 

we won’t have to wait any longer to get her new work, since this time around she will be 
signing under her real name.  

In the meantime, we spoke with her over email and while online conversations are often 
chilly, we can assure you the essence of Laura Albert is warm and so hot it burns. Pay at-
tention to these next lines because every word from Albert is a literary choice filled with a 

kind of majestic coherence and humanity.
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SUFFERING� THEY� FELT� SO�MUCH� FOR� IS� THEIRS� � CAN� YOU�
TAKE�IT�OFF�OF�HIM�AND�OWN�WHAT�S�YOURS�
Luna:�"UT�DON�T�YOU�THINK�THAT�ALL�THE�INDIVIDUALS�WHO�
SPOKE�ABOUT�SCANDAL�OR�FRAUD�HAVE�NO�IDEA�WHAT�ART�
REALLY�IS��/R�WHAT�PERFORMANCE�IS��/R�PLAYING�MAKE�
BELIEVE�WITH�LITERATURE�IS�FOR�THAT�MATTER�
 
Laura:� &OR� PEOPLE� TO� KNOW� WHAT� ART� REALLY� IS� AND�
EXPERIENCE� ITS� TRUE�VALUE�� THERE�HAS� TO�BE� A� CULTURE�
SUPPORTING�THEM��WHERE�ART�IS�EXPERIENCED�AND�CHERI
SHED��7E�LIVE�IN�A�CORPORATEBASED��CONSUMERDRIVEN�
SOCIETY�WHERE�THE�RELATIONSHIP�BETWEEN�ARTIST�AND�AU
DIENCE�IS�FUNDAMENTALLY�SKEWED��TO�THE�DETRIMENT�OF�
BOTH��4HE�AESTHETIC�EXPERIENCE�IS�DISPLACED�BY�A�COM
MERCIAL�EXPERIENCE��SO�MIDDLEMEN�CAN�SCOOP�UP�MO
NEY��)N�OUR�SOCIETY��ARTWORK�AND�ARTIST�ARE�BOTH�COM
MODITIES�FOR�PURCHASE��AND�IT�S�NOT�SURPRISING�THAT�A�
LOT�OF�BUYERS�ARE�CAPABLE�OF�RECOGNIZING�THE�COMMO
DITIES� THEY�VE� BOUGHT� ONLY�WHEN� THEY� LOOK� AT� THEM�
THROUGH�THE�PRISM�OF�COMMERCE��3O�IF�THE�PACKAGING�
CHANGES��THEN�THE�CONTENT�MUST�BE�DIFFERENT�TOO��!ND�
IT�IS�PERCEIVED�AS�BEING�DIFFERENT��EVEN�THOUGH�IT�S�STILL�
THE�SAME�
 
Luna:�#URRENTLY� THE�EDITORIAL�WORLD� IS� VERY�HEAVY�� )�
DON�T�KNOW�IF�YOU�LL�AGREE�WITH�ME��BUT�THE� LITERARY�
ENVIRONMENT�IS�STUCK�TRYING�TO�SELL�OUTDATED�FORMU
LAS� FOR�A�WHOLE�NEW�SCENE�OFFERED�BY�THE�)NTERNET��)�
WONDER�HOW�YOUR�STORY�WOULD�HAVE�TURNED�OUT� IF� IT�

HAD�HAPPENED�IN�A�TIME�LIKE�THE�ONE�WE�LIVE�IN�NOW��
WITH� SO�MANY� SOCIAL� PLATFORMS� AND� BLOGS��7HAT� DO�
YOU�THINK�MIGHT�HAVE�HAPPENED�IF�YOU�HAD�PUBLISHED�
YOUR�BOOKS�TODAY�
 
Laura:� 4HE� *4� ,E2OY� BOOKS� CAME� OUT� ALMOST� lFTE
EN�YEARS�AGO��AND�A�LOT�OF�THINGS�HAVE�CHANGED�SINCE�
THEN��INCLUDING�THE�DEVELOPMENTS�YOU�MENTION��4HE�
ONLY�THING�THAT�HAS�NOT�CHANGED�IS�PEOPLE��3O�)�DON�T�
THINK�THERE�D�BE�A�LOT�OF�DIFFERENCES�IF�*4�ARRIVED�NOW�
INSTEAD�OF�WHEN�HE�DID��.OW�HIS�ASCENT�WOULD�BE�FA
STER�AND�HIGHER�AND�MORE�PEOPLE�WOULD�BE�INVOLVED��
4HE�DESCENT�WOULD�BE�MORE�EXTREME�TOO��"UT�THAT�S�
THE�ONLY�DIFFERENCE�)�COULD�SEE��REALLY��ONE�OF�DEGREE�
MORE�THAN�ANYTHING�ELSE�
 
Luna:�)T�S�FUNNY�HOW�IN�THE�5NITED�3TATES�SOME�OF�THE�
hNEW�VOICESv�OF�MOVEMENTS�SUCH�AS�!LT�,IT�SIGN�WITH�
THEIR�PSEUDONYMOUS��7E�DON�T�KNOW�IF�THEY�ARE�WO
MEN�OR�MEN��AND�THEIR�WORKS�HAVE�SUCH�AN�INTIMATE�
AND�BRUTAL�CHARACTER��-AYBE�CURRENTLY��IN�THE�ERA�OF�
OVEREXPOSURE	�IT�S�EASIER�TO�HIDE�
 
Laura:�7ORKING� AS� *4�S� ASSISTANT� 3PEEDIE�� )� LEARNED�
THAT�THE�BEST�PLACE�TO�HIDE�WAS�OUT�IN�THE�OPEN��"EING�
OVERLOOKED�IS�SAFER�THAN�BEING�INVISIBLE��EVERYONE�STA
RES�IF�A�PLATE�mOATS�AWAY�FROM�THE�TABLE��BUT�NO�ONE�
NOTICES�A�NOBODY�WHO�S�SITTING�THERE�EATING��4HERE�S�
ALSO�A�VERY�LONG�LITERARY�TRADITION�OF�WORKING�PSEUDO

NYMOUSLY��FOR�ALL�SORTS�OF�REASONS��ESPECIALLY�IN�!ME
RICAN�LITERATURE��4HIS�COUNTRY�IS�THE�HEART�OF�CORPORA
TE�DARKNESS��THE�PLACE�THAT�PEOPLE�IMMIGRATE�TO�JUST�
SO�THEY�CAN�SELL�OUT��AND�AS�A�RESULT�IT�S�ALSO�THE�HOME�
OF�SOME�OF� THE�MOST�EXTREME�REJECTIONS�OF�CELEBRITY�
AND� COMMERCIALISM� BY� CERTAIN�WRITERS�� SOME�MAKE�
THEMSELVES�PERSONALLY� INACCESSIBLE�� LIKE�0YNCHON�OR�
3ALINGER��SOME�HIDE�THEIR�GENDER�TO�PENETRATE�SEXIST�
MARKETING�� LIKE�,OUISA�-AY�!LCOTT��WHO�WROTE� LURID�
MELODRAMAS� AS� !�-�� "ARNARD� � JUST� LAST� YEAR�� *�+��
2OWLING� HID� HER� IDENTITY� AND� PUBLISHED� A� DETECTIVE�
NOVEL�AS�2OBERT�'ALBRAITH��)�CHOSE�TO�BE�OVERLOOKED��
AND�IN�ORDER�TO�BE�OVERLOOKED��PEOPLE�HAVE�TO�BE�LO
OKING�AT�SOMETHING�ELSE��)T�S�LIKE�BEING�A�STAGE�MAGI
CIAN�AND�MAKING�AN�ELEPHANT�DISAPPEAR��YOU�CREATE�A�
DIVERSION�
 
Luna:�)�M�GUESSING�THIS�IS�A�VERY�FREQUENT�QUESTION�IN�
YOUR�CIRCLE�OF�FRIENDS��AND�THAT�THE�PRESS�MUST�HAVE�
ASKED�YOU�IT�A�ZILLION�TIMESxBUT�CAN�YOU�TELL�US�HOW�
IT�FEELS�TO�BE�FAMOUS�AND�RECOGNIZED��AND�AT�THE�SAME�
TIME�KNOW�THAT�ALL�THE�FANS�AND�PEOPLE�WHO�BOUGHT�
YOUR�BOOK�HAD�NO�KNOWLEDGE�OF� YOUR� REAL� IDENTITY��
7HAT�DID�YOU�LIKE�THE�MOST�DURING�THOSE�YEARS��!ND�

WHAT�DECEIVED�YOU�THE�MOST�

Laura:�7HAT� )� LIKED�MOST� THEN�WAS� SEEING�HOW�PE
OPLE�S� ENTHUSIASM� FOR� *4�WAS� LEADING� THEM�TO� THEIR�
OWN�CREATIVE�SOLUTIONS��ENCOURAGING�NEW�ART��MOTI
VATING�SOCIAL�ACTION��ABOVE�ALL��OPENING�UP�NEW�AVE
NUES�OF�HEALING�AND�UNDERSTANDING�WITHIN�THEMSEL
VES�� !LL� THESE� SORTS� OF� THINGS�HAPPENED�� AND� PEOPLE�
DID� IT� THEMSELVES�� *4�WAS� SIMPLY� A� CATALYST�� !ND� OF�
COURSE�THE�NATURE�OF�A�CATALYTIC�AGENT�IS�THAT�IT�DOES�
NOT�CHANGE��IT�CREATES�CHANGE�IN�THE�SOLUTION��BUT�IT�
ITSELF� DOES� NOT� CHANGE�� 3O� IF� YOU� LIKE�� THAT�WAS� THE�
GREATEST�DECEPTION�THAT�)�WAS�UNDER��THAT�*4�WOULD�
NOT�CHANGE��)�SAW�NO�REASON�WHY�THINGS�COULD�NOT�GO�
ON� LIKE� THAT� INDElNITELY��(AVING�HAD�CHANGE� THRUST�
UPON�ME�� )� NOW�HAVE� TO� ENGAGE� PEOPLE� DIRECTLY�� AS�
MYSELF��WHETHER�IT�S�READERS�WHO�CONTACT�ME�OR�PEO
PLE�WHO�COME�TO�EVENTS�LIKE�SPEAKING�AT�4HE�-OTH�OR�
THE�DOT����CONFERENCES�OR�VARIOUS�LITERARY�GATHERINGS�
OR�lLM�SCREENINGS�AND�FESTIVALS�AND�SO�FORTH��"UT�)�M�
READY�FOR�IT�NOW��)�VE�REACHED�A�PLACE�IN�MYSELF�WHERE�
)�M�PREPARED�TO�DEAL�WITH�PEOPLE�PERSONALLY�AND�MAKE�
IT�AS�MEANINGFUL�AS�)�CAN��)�AM�GRATEFUL�FOR�THIS�INTE
RACTION��IT�IS�A�GIFT�


